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PREFACE 


TRE Revised Standard Version of the Bible is an authorized revision of 
the American Standard Version, published in 1901, which was a revision 
of the King James Version, published in 1611. 

The first English version of the Scriprure« made direct translation 


Yet Tvndale's work became the foundation of subsequent English versions, 
notably those of Coverdale, 1535: Thomas Matthew (probably à pscudonym 
for an Rogers), و‎ 7; the «rent Bible, 1539; the Geneva Bibie, 1560; and 
the Bishops' Bible, . In 1582 a translation of the New Testament, made 
то the Latin Vulgate by Roman Catholic scholars. was published ar 

ims., 

The translators who made the King James Version took into account all 
of these preced versions; and comparison shows that it owes something 
to cach of them. It kept felicitous phrases and apt expressions, from whatever 
source, which had stood the test of public usage. It owed most, especially 
in the New Testament, to Tyndalc. 

ng James Version had to compete with the Geneva Bible in popular 
use; but in the end it prevatled, and for more than two and a half centuries 
no other authorized translation of the Bible into English was made. The 
King James version became the "Authorized Version” of the Fnglish- 
spea peoples. . 
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By the middle of the 
ie etg udies and the discovery 
ташу manuscripts more t than those upon which the King James 


of the E ranslation. sk was u, - 

„ру au urch of Englan їп 1870; The English Revised 
Version of the Bible was posue in 1881—1855; the American Standard 
Version, its variant embodyin Preferences of the American scholars 


unauthorized changes. In 1928 this copyright was acquired by the Inter- 
national Council of Reli Education, thus passed into the ownership 
of the churches of the United States and Canada which were associated in 
this Council through their boards of education and publication. 

The Council appointed a committee of scholars to have charge of the text 
of the American Standard Version and to undertake inquiry as to whether 
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“Now it is high time to awake.” 
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50,000 Errors 
in the. Bible? 


| x à young man purehased a 
King James Version Bible thinking it 
was without error. One day when glancing 
through a back issue of Look magazine 
he came across an article entitled “The 
Truth About the Bible," which said that 
“as carly as 1720, an English authority 
estimated that there were at jeant 20,000 
errors in the two editions of the New 
Testament commonly read by Protestants 
and Catholics, Modern students say there 
are probably 50,000 errors.’ The young 
man was shocked. Б faith in the Bible's 
authenticity was shaken. “How can the 
Bible be reliable when it contains thou- 
sands of serious discrepancies and inaccu- 
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Ай | have tz aay is all what you 
know already. 10 conhem what you 
already know the message of the 
Prophet (әда Пам sisih we sallam) 
aa given by Ged — the Relipon of 
Truth. As human beings we are gaven 
а COnsHoweness and a бшу that has 
placed ws at the top of crescon. Man 
1 creased to be God a Seputy o^ earth 
and it is impor 10 realise the 
obligation te rid ourselves of эл 
iiluşgions ind to make our ives à 
preparation for the neat life, anybody 
who miset Mis chance is not likely 
to be given ancther, to be brought 
Deck again and again, because 2 says 
in Qur an Majeed that when man it 
brought io account, he will say, 'O 
Lord, Bend i3 beck aoc give os 
another chance’. The Lord will say, if 
l sond you beck you will Go ihe tama 


Му вату raligıous upbringing 


| was Drought up in the modern 
world of эл the lusury end the high 
bgr of snow busnest | wes born in 
à Chrisman home bul we know that 
every child is Dorm im his original 
fatura, 4 ia only hii parens that turn 
PUM зо thie or hat rebigion i was gren 
this religion (Christianity) and 
Though this way. | wes Taught (hat 
God exists, but there was no direct 
contac! wilh God, 60 we hed to make 
contact wah Man through Jesus. ne 
was i fact the door to God This was 
more of less scceoted by me. buti did 
not веом it ak. 

| locked m some of rhe statues of 
Jasus. they were just stones with no 
ite "Ang when they said thet God is 
three, | was puzzled even more Dut 
could ^ot argue. | more or less 
believed it because | ^ad to have 
respect for the faith of my parents. 
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Pop star 


Gradually | became auecaced irom 
this re&gion upbringing, | sanea 
Mating musis | wanted 12 be a big 
9197. Ай those things | sew im the 
filma and o^ the media toot hold of 
mê. and perhaps | thought Dis was 
my God. 1м goal of mating money I 
had an uncle who had a beautiful car 
‘Well’, | sais. he has И mace’ Һе nad 
a lot of money. The people acound me 
sfluenced me to thine that shis wes 
а, this word was their God. 

| Geciced then that this was rhe lite 
for me, to mabe a iat of money, Nave а 
"great ite Now my examples were 
the poo stars, | started mating songs, 
bet деер down | had a feeling for 
humanity, à feeling that # | became 
rich | ws heip the needy (t says in 
the Out an, ww make a promise, Sut 
when we maur someting we want 
to hold on to it and become greedy} 

So wha! happened was that | 
became very famous. | was ati! a 
teenager, my name erd phota were 
splashes in all the media. They made 
me larger han life, so l wanted to live 
larger than Ме and the only way 12 do 
that was 1o De intowcated (with 
figuier & rugs) 
in Hospital 

After a year of financial success 
and ‘high’ йер. | became very & 
tontraced 78. aed had to be 
hespitalzes. H was then that started 
to think: what was tp happen io me? 
Was 1 pest а body and my goal in lite 
was merely 15 satiaty tus боду?! 
foaled now that thes calamity was a 
blessing gwen w me by Allah, a 
Chance 15 open my eyes, why әт і 
Мга, why am 1 in bed’, anc 1 started 
looking for some of ihe answers Ar 
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CAT STEVENS: 
HOW I CAME TO 


ISLAM 


at tie There wai Greet interest in 
the Esem түшт 1 began 
teading and the first thing | began te 
become wêre of was of death, and 
that the soul moves on, it Sees not 
trem | tet 1 was taking the (282 to 
bliss and high accomplishment | 
manec medaanhg and even became 
h vegetarian. 1 now bebevedin peace 
and flower power’, and thes was the 
genera! trend fut what | od believe 
in particular was phat Î was ^et just a 
body is awareness came to me a1 
The hospital 

One day when | wes walking and | 
was caught in Ihe rain | began 
running te the shelter aed then | 
realaec, ata minute, my body is 
Getting wet, my body is leiing me 1 
& getting wet’. This mace me think 
of a Saying that the body 4 like a 
богаву and it has tobe traced where 
it 543 10 96 otherwise ^a боса еу will 
lead you where it wants to ga. 

Then | realised | ^ad a will a God 
given gtr follow tne will of God | was 
lascevated by the new terminology | 
was learning in the Esstern religion. 
бу mow i was fed up with Christianity 
| mated mating music agam end ta 
time | started reflecting my own 
thoughts. | remember the tyne of one 
of my songs. it goes like this: 1 wish | 
know, | wath | knew what makes the 
Heaven, what meses ihe Heil Do | 
gei to know You in my bed or some 
usar cell whüe others reach the big 
hotel ? and | knew [waa on the Path." 


| also wrote another song The way 
te fad God out.’ i became even more 
tamous in the world of mutit 1 really 
had a dificult time because | was 
Getting rish and famous and ar t^e 
Game ите | sincerely searching for 


whe Truth. Then | come 10 0 siepe 
where | aecded thet буфет it 
өнүм and noble. but ! was not ready 
be wave the Wild. | was too attached 
1 Une world and wat not prepared to. 
become a тога and te isolate түзө! 
төт pocety 

1 tied Zen and — Ching, 
numerology. tarat carde and 
sti ogy, | tred 10 ооё Berk vo Ihe 
Bethe and could not find emning. А! 
ihis tima 1 did not bnew атут 
“ол isem ond inen what i 
regarded эз s macie осоо. My 
мой had viated the mosque i^ 
Jerusalem and wak greatiy 
impressed that white en the one 
Nard а inepteed wah lite (untae 1ле 
churches and synapegves which 
were өтту]. ûn the ether hand. an 
simospnere of peace and Vanquity 
prevailed 
The Qur'an 

Wien һе came te Landen he 
bough back э transistion of the 
Quran which he gave la me, He did 
net become s Muslim, bur he feit 
Mémaihing in Wile region. and 
revit 1 mah аы 
... 

Ала when I received the book, la 
guidance that would explain 
evenyth£ung t2 me who | was? What 
wee the porpose of ife ) What was 
the айу and whai week be the 
realty, and where | tame from PI 
realised Wiel Ma wes the nwe 
teligor — religion net in Ine sense 
the West understand IL mot the tyge 
fef oniy yout ed age. in he West 
wheever wishes te embrace а 
religon amd maus it his oniy wor of 
ide w deemed à lanana. 1 was not e 
fane, 1 was at беи contused 
Detewe^ the body and the powi Then 
i мовна That the body end soul are 
not apart end you don 1 have to go № 
the mountain W be relgiouk we 
Musi (фә the wib of God. then we 
фал nas eren higher Than the angela. 
The бии i^g | wanted 19 do now 
wat 10 be a Muslim, 

| waseq that everyinng belongs 
te Gos, Mit sumper does fot 
Overtake rn. ме created everything. 
At thee paint | Degen 10 lete Ihe pride 
A ma because hereto I Nad theeg™ 
ghe aso Les Nare was becaute of 
my ow? Qreatvesa. Dut iewaliped that 
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| did nol ¿reale myself, and ine whole 


realised that all the Prophets sent by 
God brought ihe seme message 
Why men were D Jews М4 
Chetana Фетел ? 1 knew now 
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Meta 10 iveriag the ether 

Leen when many of ihe estrenat 
ga 10 ADELE. they pod The ioa gestant 
Sipa Of Whe earth ond vasis af 
psie Whey become very гед дш. 
bataua Mey have seen the Signe а! 


When | read the Qui an further, i 
belied about pavet. Unanet and 
| wee ^ot e Muslim yet. butt 
felt hal 1ле осуу anawa for me was 
me Qur'an. and God ^ad sent it to 
me элй, | bape ji a васи. бы tne 
Quran siss spesa, e^ @#!егем 
levels. | began te w^dersiand а ол 
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But guidance was something that 
weed | wes khown ihe Quran Now I 


sm Musson befüre 1 embraced lam. 
lesa the Qui bA ће and r eelıtea so 
penon is Perfect от ú perfect. 
and й we maiale the condunt of Ine 
How Prophet iSacallahi Ma^ wa 
salam) we will Ge successu May 
Allen give ut guisance 19 {stow ^e 
pen of the мтап of Muhammad 
iSalaiianu aliai wa taam). 
Amm ^d 


‘Your Brother in ISLAM 
Yusuf шат 
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